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Will the “Real World” Please Stand Up?

Will the “Real World”
Please Stand Up?

“How are your kids going to make it in the Real World?”
Do you get that question a lot? If so, you must be a Catholic

parent — maybe even that strange and mysterious subspecies: a
homeschooler.

You hear it at parties and supermarkets, at the doctor’s and the
grocer’s. It comes in tones of curiosity, concern, or thinly disguised
skepticism. It can make you pause and stammer — not out of em-
barrassment, but simply because you’re unsure of how to answer.

That’s because it’s one of those questions that don’t really have
an answer. In fact, it isn’t even a real question. As a teaching par-
ent, I’d give it an Incomplete.

What, after all, is the Real World? Where is the Real World?
When you start probing, you find out that the experts do have

some clues:
It’s big.
The only chance your kids have is to hand them over to ex-

perts — that is, anybody but yourself — because as a parent you
are inclined to shelter them from it, and we wouldn’t want that.

It’s elite.
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Its inhabitants belong to an exclusive club that churns out
conventional wisdom. Members are known as “they,” as in the
phrase, “They say . . .”

A great divide separates us from them.
Catholics who take seriously the admonition to be in the world

but not of it are living in a dangerous place called Shelterhaven.
We cannot cross over from our side to theirs.

It’s a nice place to live, but you wouldn’t want to visit.
Any child brought up in Shelterhaven would immediately die

of shock in the Real World. Therefore, parents should send their
kids into it as soon as possible, especially if they show unhealthy
signs, like getting too attached to their mother in preschool.

The Real World. It’s one of those catch phrases designed to
strike parents dumb with fear. It looms ahead like a black hole. It’s
unfamiliar, it’s big, it’s “out there.” It’s waiting to suck us in!

But fear not. In fact, the Real World is familiar, manageable,
and sitting around your kitchen table. It’s the Catholic family on
the road to heaven.

The Lloyd family has been homeschooling right from the be-
ginning. Our oldest is now a teenager. I’ve written tens of thou-
sands of words on the subject, from prayers that are guaranteed to
keep your kid out of hell to where to buy a cow’s eyeball.

This book is about the very Real World of a Catholic family, just
trying to do the best we can. We’re every bit a part of the twenty-
first century even if we are down in the catacombs attempting to
live by first-century values. Sometimes a bit of pagan Rome creeps
in, yet we keep trying in the very real hope that we may laugh at all
of it someday with the first Christians in the real Real World.
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